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The Game Changer
The Celtics have a long history of taking on players 
other teams doubted and winning championships 
with them. No wonder Kevin Garnett seems like 
such a good fit.

In Ray Allen (left), Kevin Garnett (middle), and Paul Pierce, the 
Celtics finally have a collection of stars. (Photo by Tanit Sakakini)

By Charles P. Pierce  |  October 7, 2007

Kevin Garnett always has been The Different One. Innovation is the reason he has a career at all, and 
he has built a great career in large part because he has kept faith in the same innovation that created 
the career in the first place. He was the first player in 20 years to enter the National Basketball 
Association directly out of high school, bypassing the lucrative festival of corruption that is the major 
college game. People around the NBA wanted him to fail so resoundingly that nobody else would dare 
try it. People around college basketball wanted him to fail so as to be less of a threat to their pool of 
cheap labor. He beat them all. He was an all-star by his second season. So it was hard to imagine that 
he could have been a better pro if he'd done an underpaid internship pumping up some college coach's 
ego and shoe contract.

He was a 6-11, 220-pound player who didn't want to play center. He wanted to play facing the basket, 
slashing past slower, bigger players for thundering dunks, or shooting flossy jump shots over them, and 
he managed to do that and still average almost 11 1/2 rebounds per game while developing a reputation 
as the kind of formidable defender that old-school centers were supposed to be. He refashioned his 
career in such a way as to change the way careers are made. Having done so, he refashioned his 
position in such a way as to change the way big men play the game. And, having done that, he 
refashioned the modern idea of the NBA superstar. He was "KG," or, less artfully, "The Big Ticket," but 
he was nobody's easy Bling-a-palooza prototype. He played his entire career in the quieter media 
precincts of Minnesota, where he was afflicted by the front-office clownery of Kevin McHale and, 
therefore, surrounded by teammates who never were quite good enough to get him all the way into the 
spotlight. There always was something Southern and reserved about him - an innate maturity that he 
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used first to confound those people who'd thought he was too young to come into the league when he 
did. In all things, Kevin Garnett has confounded tradition. He's been the exception that refutes the rule.

Even the way Garnett came to the Celtics was different. When the notion was first bruited about, he was 
outspoken in his disapproval of the deal. When the five-for-one swap was finally consummated, Garnett 
was on a cruise. He would come here in his own good time. Since then, along with Ray Allen, who 
joined the Celtics earlier in the Summer of the Mercenaries, Garnett has revitalized the moribund 
franchise. According to the Celtics, they've sold 50 percent more season tickets since Garnett arrived. 
And no less a personage than NBA commissioner David Stern has said that having Garnett playing for a 
revived Celtics franchise was a boon to the league.

And he's right, of course. Garnett now shines the brightest in what the Celtics have suddenly become - a 
constellation in a star-struck league. Paul Pierce always was one of the NBA's stars, but he was 
surrounded by young, unproven players. So the team added Allen, a sweet shooter who will take some 
scoring pressure off Pierce. Garnett, however, is a game changer. By his very presence, he makes Allen 
even more of a shooting threat and amplifies Pierce's ability to slash to the basket.

Because he confounds tradition, Garnett is deeply rooted in the deepest Celtics tradition of all - 
innovation itself. They were the first NBA team to integrate. The first to hire a black head coach. They 
always took chances on players who didn't fit any mold. Nobody in the NBA wanted Bob Cousy because 
he was a "showboat" who passed behind his back. The Celtics took him. Nobody wanted Bill Russell 
because he was a 6-9 center who couldn't shoot. The Celtics took him, and they won 11 NBA titles in 
the next 13 years. The league passed on Dave Cowens because, like Garnett, he was a center who 
didn't play like one. The Celtics took him and won two more championships. Larry Bird was slow and 
white. Kevin McHale was clumsy. Robert Parish was an underachiever, and Dennis Johnson was a 
malcontent. The Celtics took them all, and they helped bring the entire NBA back from the dead. Kevin 
Garnett is of a piece with that history. In that, he's not so different at all.

© Copyright 2007 Globe Newspaper Company.
More from Boston.com

 

  Ads by Google what's this?

Play The Game 
100% Totally Free Games to Play Play 1000s of Free Games Now 
GameVance.com/Games

Is Your Bank In Trouble? 
Free list Of Banks Doomed To Fail. The Banks and Brokers X List. Free! 
www.MoneyAndMarkets.com

1 Rule of a flat stomach: 
Cut down 9 lbs of stomach fat every 11 days by obeying this 1 tiny rule 
FatLoss4Idiots.com

More:

●     Sunday Globe Magazine |
●     Globe front page |
●     Boston.com

Sign up for:
●     Globe Headlines e-mail |
●     Breaking News Alerts

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer/ (2 of 3) [9/9/2008 6:21:45 PM]

http://inform.com/
http://www.boston.com/help/linksqa_text/
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BT3cECAXHSPzkEZKizAXrtbm4C6WRg2SNjLaUBcCNtwHgxQgQARgBINuVoAMoAzgAUP6cu-4CYMnG2438pKgToAGn7Kn9A7IBDnd3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tyAEB2gFPaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tL25ld3MvZ2xvYmUvbWFnYXppbmUvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwNy8xMC8wNy90aGVfZ2FtZV9jaGFuZ2VyL8gC8ZPDAagDAegDiAL1AwAEAAD1AwQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=1&ggladgrp=11320987846904802755&gglcreat=8172804281436375194&adurl=http://www.btjmp.com/redir.php%3Fo%3Darcade%26k%3D%7BGames%7D%26r%3D1&client=ca-boston_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BFrsyCAXHSPzkEZKizAXrtbm4C5CqhFWqkfSUBsCNtwGQi0AQAhgCINuVoAMoAzgAUIutxfz7_____wFgycbbjfykqBOgAZ6j-e4DsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb23IAQHaAU9odHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20vbmV3cy9nbG9iZS9tYWdhemluZS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA3LzEwLzA3L3RoZV9nYW1lX2NoYW5nZXIvyAKi6IwHqAMB6AOIAvUDAAQAAPUDBAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.moneyandmarkets.com/newsletter/default103.aspx%3Fsc%3DG100%26EC%3D86830&client=ca-boston_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcIKDCAXHSPzkEZKizAXrtbm4C83ZwGTN3vXaCMCNtwHwogQQAxgDINuVoAMoAzgAUKXChZP5_____wFgycbbjfykqBOgAd2RxvwDsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb23IAQHaAU9odHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20vbmV3cy9nbG9iZS9tYWdhemluZS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA3LzEwLzA3L3RoZV9nYW1lX2NoYW5nZXIvqAMB6AOIAvUDAAQAAPUDBAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.cutbellyfat.com/4idiots/dietforIdiotsGcomp2.aspx&client=ca-boston_js
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/help/email/headlines/
http://www.boston.com/help/email/breaking_news/


The game changer - The Boston Globe

●     Printer friendly
●     E-mail to a friend
●     Magazine RSS feed
●     Available RSS feeds
●     Most e-mailed
●     Reprints & Licensing

●     Share on Digg

●     Share on Facebook
●      Save this article
●     powered by Del.icio.us

  
Experience the magnificent 

Queen Mary 2 

 
Click here for Old Sturbridge 

Village discounts. 

 
Over 150 EXTREME 

N.E. weather photos. Buy the 
book! 

 
Let your new home find you 

with email alerts 

feedback form | help | site map | privacy policy | rss 
© 2008 The New York Times Company

     

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer/ (3 of 3) [9/9/2008 6:21:45 PM]

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer?mode=PF
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer?mode=PF
javascript:openWindow('http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on?story_url=http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer','mailit','scrollbars,resizable,width=770,height=450');
javascript:openWindow('http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on?story_url=http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer','mailit','scrollbars,resizable,width=770,height=450');
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine?mode=rss_10
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine?mode=rss_10
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular
http://license.icopyright.net/3.7540?icx_id=
http://license.icopyright.net/3.7540?icx_id=
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/articles/2007/10/07/the_game_changer
http://del.icio.us/post
http://del.icio.us/post
http://del.icio.us/about/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3248.Boston.com/B3065463.10;sz=1x1;ord=126234900
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3248.Boston.com/B3065463.10;sz=1x1;ord=126234900
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3248.Boston.com/B3065463.10;sz=1x1;ord=126234900
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L42/558989191/SPONSOR2/boston/m_sturbridge0708_trav_LINK-vaca/m_sturbridge0507_ene_LINK.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L42/558989191/SPONSOR2/boston/m_sturbridge0708_trav_LINK-vaca/m_sturbridge0507_ene_LINK.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L42/558989191/SPONSOR2/boston/m_sturbridge0708_trav_LINK-vaca/m_sturbridge0507_ene_LINK.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2107252798/SPONSOR3/boston/g_2008globe_rosx_LINK-house/GS_StormsBook_10.07_sponsorlink.gif.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2107252798/SPONSOR3/boston/g_2008globe_rosx_LINK-house/GS_StormsBook_10.07_sponsorlink.gif.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2107252798/SPONSOR3/boston/g_2008globe_rosx_LINK-house/GS_StormsBook_10.07_sponsorlink.gif.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2107252798/SPONSOR3/boston/g_2008globe_rosx_LINK-house/GS_StormsBook_10.07_sponsorlink.gif.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2101323134/SPONSOR4/boston/r_real_rore_LINK-house/real_rore_LINK-house.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2101323134/SPONSOR4/boston/r_real_rore_LINK-house/real_rore_LINK-house.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/L19/2101323134/SPONSOR4/boston/r_real_rore_LINK-house/real_rore_LINK-house.html/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/1024615876/SPONSOR5/default/empty.gif/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/2082467050/SPONSOR6/default/empty.gif/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://www.boston.com/help/feedback
http://www.boston.com/help
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/1328895088/POPUP/default/empty.gif/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/magazine/default/407584366/EXTRA/default/empty.gif/5264496a49456a48425155414332632f

	boston.com
	The game changer - The Boston Globe


	NLJIDEIJIIDOKBAPBPLCFGAKNLGOFBCK: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: globe
	f4: month

	f2: 

	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 

	f5: 




